


We saw an urging need for exploration,     
collaboration and investment. 
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o We interviewed +180 stakeholders in ‘23-’24.

o Quantum is practiced at all Belgian universities and 

multiple research institutes. 

o Large corporations just enter the discovery phase, while a 

startup scene is virtually nonexistent.

o The EU and +10 European countries already have a clear 

R&D investment strategy. We should act as well.

o Neighboring countries are developing strong quantum 

ecosystems, a road we decided to travel as well!



Quantum Circle
This is what we stand for 
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1. We gather all stakeholders in quantum computing, 

communication and sensing under one roof.

2. We advocate the game-changing potential of quantum 

technologies, collaborate on innovative use cases, 

cultivate expertise and ignite market adoption.

3. We establish foundations for a responsible investment 

climate with tengable economical and societal impact.
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Quantum Circle timeline
From idea to the way forward

Q3
23 Market research & viability assessment 

+30 organizations interviewed 

Q4
23 Outreach to +150  stakeholders 

First live meetup with 10 potential 
members

Q1
24 From purpose to goals

Brand, web & socials
Go live in March with 
20 members

Q2
24 Workgroups creation

Online & live meetups
Growth to 50 members

Q3
24 Use case development

Market engagements
Market Survey
Nonprofit creation

Q4
24 Quantum Circle Summit, Nov 14

Paper on quantum acceleration 
Structuring of member base (100+

S1
25 Layered membership model setup

Community platform launch
Seminars, webinars, conferences, …
Public policy engagements 
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We aim to accelerate market exploration through
a connected workgroup structure

3. Research

We do research for papers with 
the highest relevance to underpin 
specific applications or services.

o Use-case-based research mapping 

o Capability & requirements matching

o Demonstration development 

1. Business

We connect with the b2b market 
for enterprise adoption and 
co-create new business services.

o Conference & in-company pitching

o Industry focused support 

o Use case sharing

Society

We prepare Belgium for societal 
change and the impact quantum 
will have in the future. 

o Public policy engagement

o Societal impact reporting

o Ethical guidance sharing

Ecosystems

We advise our governments 
and collaborate with international 
ecosystems. 

o Governmental interaction facilitation

o Ecosystem knowledge exchanges

o Strategic projects coordination 

2. Technology

We identify and leverage 
quantum tech for translation in 
practical applications.

o Technology roadmap sharing

o Global innovation scouting

o Best practices exchanges

All together

We inspire and engage 
everyone on quantum 
technology 



Private sector
companies

Azelis, Belfius, Euroclear, Johnson 
& Johnson, OPmobility, Ypto NMBS

Public sector
offices

Agence de Numérique, Belnet, 
BOSA, FPS Economy & Internal 
Affairs, Smals, Vlaamse Overheid, 
VLAIO

Academics &
Research

Cenaero, howest, imec, imec.xpand
ORB, UAntwerp, UGent UHasselt, 
ULB, ULiëge, UNamur KULeuven, 
VIB, Vlaams Super- Computer 
Centrum, VUB
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An empowering ecosystem
60>100 member organisations  (to be updated)

Technology
providers

Adtran, Blackhills Quantum 
Brghtest, Cronos Group, Eurofibe, 
Fortinet, Fujitsu, Hybrid Core, IBM 
IntellectEU, iQrypto, Kyndril, 
Microsoft, Nokia, Pasqal, Proximus, 
Rhea group, Thales

Advisory &
Consulting

BDO, EY, FTI Consulting, GovStat

Federations & 
Associates

Agence de Numérique, Agoria
Beltug, Firgun Ventures, Sirris, 
Start it @KBC TomorrowLab, 
The Beacen
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We meet online, live and during (third party) events
and communicate via LinkedIn and web



Quantum Circle Summit 2024   >>   QCS25
Our first quantum conference was a success!
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o A historical location in Brussels

o 5 renowned international speakers

o 5 Belgian expert panelists 

o Great networking opportunities

o 230 highly satisfied guests

o Lots of motivating feedback!



What we learned in year one
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o We must educate the market for 2 to 3 years, while collaboration 

around specific use-cases will accelerate adoption.

o Our community can channel knowledge transfer between academics, 

tech providers, startups and potential end-users. 

o Belgium has unique capabilities in cryptography, nanotech, photonics, 

diamond research … and theoretical science as enablers for quantum 

computing, communication and sensing.

o Chemical, pharmaceutical, biotech, energy and logistical sectors are 

well developed and first candidates for quantum use cases. 

o Belgium can build on large pools of tech (data, AI, security) companies, 

already federated via trusted user groups. 
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