
Opportunities to engage with IPCC

What is IPCC?
scientific body of the United Nations
Provides regular scientific assessments on climate change, its implications and potential future risks, as well as options for adaptation 
and mitigation
draws on the expertise of thousands of scientists worldwide, ensuring scientific excellence, balance, and clarity. 
does not conduct original research; evaluates existing scientific literature

Coordinating Lead Author (CLA): Oversees a section of the 
assessment, coordinates the contributions of Lead Authors, and 
ensures the overall coherence of the chapter.
Lead Author (LA): Writes specific sections of the assessment, 
contributes to data analysis, and synthesizes scientific findings on 
key topics.
Review Editor: Ensures that all comments from expert and 
government reviews are considered and addressed by the authors 
in the assessment process.
Contributing Author: Provides specific technical or thematic 
knowledge for certain sections of the assessment, contributing 
data or expertise in specialized areas.
Expert Reviewer: Reviews drafts of the assessment, providing 
critical feedback to ensure accuracy, comprehensiveness, and 
balance in the findings.
Conduct research: Address knowledge gaps highlighted in the 
IPCC reports and publishing findings accessible to authors

Special Report on Climate Change and Cities
Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 17 Oct. – 12 Dec. 2025 (completed)

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 8 May – 3 Jul. 2026

Literature cut-off: Apr. 2026 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 20 Mar. 2027

Contact the National Focal Point (NFP) for information on:

Official Communication between IPCC and its members.

Nomination for IPCC activities.

Government reviews of IPCC assessments.

Promotion and uptake of IPCC assessment.

Financial or in-kind support to the IPCC

Expert Engagement

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Methodology Report on short lived climate forcers

Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 1st Quarter 2026

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 2nd half 2026

Literature cut-off: 2nd half 2026 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 2nd half 2027

Why Contribute to the IPCC?
Getting involved with IPCC offers a strategic opportunity to develop and 

advance professional networks and strengthen the policy impact of your 

research. 

Shape Global Climate Policy: Your expertise directly informs climate 

governance and decision-making worldwide.

Grow Your Professional Network: Collaborate with leading scientists, 

practitioners, and policymakers from across the globe.

Gain Visibility & Recognition: Your contributions are acknowledged in 

internationally respected IPCC reports and may lead to high-impact 

scientific outputs.

IPCC website: www.ipcc.ch

Self-paced course, you will learn about the history, goals, 

activities and processes of IPCC and IPBES, and about 

engagement opportunities, expected outcomes, and defined 

roles for various participating groups. (Free !)
By RESPIN project funded by the EU’s Horizon Europe R&I programme

Working Group I - the physical science basis
Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 10 Aug - 2 Oct 2026

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 3 May - 25 June 2027 (TBC*)

Literature cut-off: Apr. 2027 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 1st half 2028 (TBC*)

Working Group II - Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability
Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 9 Oct. – 4 Dec. 2026

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 25 Jun – 20 Aug. 2027 (TBC*)

Literature cut-off: Jun. 2027 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 2028-2029 (TBC*)

Working Group III - Mitigation of 3Climate Change
Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 9 Nov 2026 - 17 Jan 2027

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 23 Aug - 17 Oct 2027 (TBC*)

Literature cut-off: Apr. 2026 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 2028-2029 (TBC*)

Opportunities in the Seventh Assessment Cycle (AR7)

NFP in Belgium 

is hosted by Belspo

Contact person Bart Rymen
bart.rymen@belspo.be

ipccfocalpoint@belspo.be 

Methodology Report on CDR & CCUS

Expert Review periods:

• First Order Draft (FOD): 2nfd half 2026

• Second Order Draft (SOD): 2nd half 2027

Literature cut-off: 2nd half 2027 (1 week before SOD)

Expected publication: 2nd half 2027

*  The implementation plan and publication dates for the Working Group reports have not yet been finalized and remain 

subject to change.
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